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OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 121 

TREATY BETWEEN ARGENTINE REPUBLIC AND CHILE, ESTABLISHING THE 
NEUTRALITY OF STRAITS OF MAGELLAN. 

Signed July 23, 1881. 

In the name of Almighty God! 

The governments of the Chilean and Argentine Republics, wishing 
to solve in a friendly and dignified spirit the boundary question which 
has existed between the two countries, and in fulfilment of article 39 
of the treaty of April, 1856, have resolved to conclude a boundary 
treaty, and for that purpose have named two plenipotentiaries, namely : 

By his Excellency the President of the Eepublic of Chile, Don Fran- 
cisco B. de Echeverria, consul-general for that Eepublic; and 

By His Excellency the President of the Argentine Republic, Dr. Don 
Bernardo de Irigoyen, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs; 

Who, after exhibiting their full powers, and finding them sufficient, 
have agreed to the following articles : 

Article 1. The limit between Chile and the Argentine Eepublic is 
the Cordillera of the Andes from the north to latitude 52° south. The 
frontier-line shall follow the crest of the Cordillera, which divides the 
waters, and will pass between the sources thereof on either side. Any 
doubts due to the existence of valleys formed by the forking of the 
Andes, where the line dividing the waters is not clearly determined, 
shall be amicably settled by two experts, one named by either side. 
In case of disagreement a third expert, named by both, shall be called 
upon to decide. A copy, in duplicate, embodying their operations, 
shall be signed by the two experts, and by the third in those cases where 
his decision has been called for. This act shall take full effect from 
the time it is written, and shall be considered valid and binding with- 
out further formality or procedure. A copy shall be forwarded to each 
government. 

Article 2. In the south part of the continent, and to the north 
of the Straits of Magellan, the limit between the two countries shall 
be a line leaving Dungeness Point, passing overland westward by the 
highest points of the chain of hills to the summit of Mount Aymond. 
Thence the line will continue to the intersection of the meridian 70° 
west (Greenwich) with 52° south latitude, and thence westward along 
that parallel as far as the divortia aquarum of the Andes. The terri- 
tory north of the above line shall belong to the Argentine Eepublic, 
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and south to Chile, without prejudice to the dispositions of article 3 
relative to Tierra del Fuego and the adjacent islands. 

Article 3. Tierra del Fuego is divided by a line starting from Cape 
Espiritu Santo at latitude 52° 40' south, and following longitude 68° 34' 
west (Greenwich) to Beagle Channel. Divided thus, Tierra del Fuego 
is Chilean to the west and Argentine to the east. In regard to the other 
islands, Isla de los Estados belongs to the Argentine Kepublic, with 
the islets next it, and the other islands in the Atlantic and east of 
Tierra del Fuego and the coasts of Patagonia; while to Chile belong 
all the islands south of Beagle Channel down to Cape Horn, and those 
west of Tierra del Fuego. 

Article 4. The experts referred to in article 1 shall fix the lines 
indicated in the two preceding articles, and shall proceed in the same 
manner as therein described. 

Article 5. Magellan's Straits are neutralized for ever, and free navi- 
gation is guaranteed to the flags of all nations. To insure this liberty 
and neutrality no fortifications or military defences shall be erected that 
could interfere with this object. 

Article 6. The governments of the Chilean and Argentine Eepublics 
shall exercise full dominion for ever over the territories respectively 
assigned to them by the present arrangement. Any question unfor- 
tunately arising between the two countries, whether relative to this 
transaction or from any other cause, shall be submitted to. the decision 
of a friendly power; the boundary limits of the present arrangement 
remaining unchangeable in any case. 

Article 7. The ratifications of this treaty shall be exchanged within 
60 days, or sooner if possible, and the exchange shall take place either 
in the city of Buenos Ayres or in that of Santiago de Chile. 

In faith of which the plenipotentiaries of the Chilean and Argentine 
Republics have signed and sealed the present treaty, in duplicate, with 
their respective seals, in the city of Buenos Ayres, on the 23rd day of 
July, in the year of Our Lord 1881. 

(l. s.) Francisco B. de Echeverria. 
(l. s.) Bernado de Irigoyen. 



